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Rodds, and Maurice Ingram. Sir A. told how Balfour,
forced against his will to meet G.B.S. at a party, listened
in complete silence to a collection of epigrams and para-
doxes greeted with much applause by the rest. Then sud-
denly, when G.B.S., running away with his tongue, said
something rather obviously foolish and strained, A.J.B.
took his chance and said sweetly, " Would you kindly
repeat your last remark, Mr Shaw ? I did not quite under-
stand it." Shaw is alleged to have collapsed, pricked at last.
But I doubt it.
His honesty of opinion 1
James's new Ego is out. Very vulgar. What a contrast
to Chesterton's delightful autobiography !
Then there is his long fight against ill-health. Monty was
more than six feet tall, and weighed over sixteen stone with-
out his clothes. But he was never really strong, and his diary
is full of his desperate struggles, unsuspected by any of us,
against cracks in the fabric. He was a hypochondriac with
real illnesses to battle against, and these records show how he
was supported by his philosophy and his courage. And there
was another fight too. He was naturally selfish, knew it, and
combated it. A spoilt child, he had immense consideration
for other people:
Good crossing, but spent a horribly sleepless night in a
cabin like a coffin with ferocious icy draughts if one opened
anything. Did noblers and gave H. the best cabin, as he
stated that being a sick man the other would make him ill.
(Mem. Must guard against this ruse.)
His capacity for affection. About Alan Parsons :
How one will miss that hearty dislike of highbrows, pom-
posity, and snobbery. That unconventional brusqueness
reflecting a shy and sensitive personality responsive to any
mood. Affectionate and loyal if he liked you, but with a
mordant, witty tongue with which he gave vent to his dis-
likes and did not spare his friends. I can never remember
not likin^to see him at the club or theatre or a party. He
never was in the way. He accepted his friends entirely, and
even swallowed me, though widely different in temperament
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